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THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 11H6. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF ITS MEMBERS. 

BY WM. H. BOLE, M.D. 
(Concluded from page 233.) 

Slagle [Schlegel], Henky, of York County, was born in 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1735. His father Chris- 
topher Slagle, of Saxony, came to Pennsylvania in 1713, and 
the following year took up a large tract of land on the Con- 
estoga, and built a mill. Subsequently, he transferred his 
interests therein, and removed in 1737 to the west of the 
Susquehanna, locating in Berwick Township, York County, 
now Adams, on Slagle's Run, a branch of the Little Conewago. 
Henry was one of four sons, Daniel, Jacob, and Christopher, 
and followed the occupation of his father, a farmer and 
miller. He was commissioned one of the Provincial Magis- 
trates in October, 1764, and continued in the office by the 
Convention of 1776. In December, 1774, he served on the 
Committee of Inspection for York County; commanded a 
Battalion of Associators in 1776 ; was a member of the Pro- 
vincial Conference of June 18, 1776 ; and of the subsequent 
Convention of the 15th of July. He was appointed by the 
Assembly, December 16, 1777, to take subscriptions for the 
Continental Loan; and .November 22, 1777, acted as one of 
the commissioners which met at BTew Haven, Connecticut, 
to regulate the price of commodities in the Colonies. He 
represented York County in the General Assembly from 
1777 to 1779; was appointed sub-lieutenant of the County 
March 30, 1780; one of the Auditors of Depreciation Ac- 
counts for York County, March 3, 1781; member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1789-90; commissioned by 
Gov. Mifflin one of the associate judges of York County, 
August 17, 1791, and continued as such, on the organization 
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of Adams County. He represented the latter county in the 
Legislature, session of 1801-2. Col. Slagle died at his resi- 
dence on the Little Conewago. The various offices held by 
him show conclusively that he had the confidence of the 
community. He was an ardent patriot, a faithful officer, and 
an upright citizen. 

Slaymaker, Henry, of Lancaster County, the fourth son 
of Matthias Slaymaker, was a native of Strasburg Town- 
ship, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, born about 1730. His 
father came from Strasburg, in France, about 1716, in com- 
pany with the Lefevres, Ferrees, and other Huguenot families. 
Henry was brought up as a farmer, but entered mercantile 
pursuits and was very successful. He commanded a company 
of Associators in 1776, and in the spring of that year was in 
active service. He was a member of the Convention of July 
15, 1776, but was in the field at the close of the labors of 
that body. He was appointed one of the justices of the 
peace, and administered the oath of allegiance, as required 
by the State, to the large number of persons who then re- 
sided in Strasburg and Leacock Townships. After Judge 
Hubley became incapacitated by age to try a cause, Mr. 
Slaymaker was appointed presiding justice Nov. 17, 1784. 
His health, however, began to decline, and he died at Lis 
residence near "Williamstown, the latter part of October, 1785. 
Judge Slaymaker married Faithey Richardson, and had three 
sons, one of whom, Amos, commanded a company of Associa- 
tors, and was very active in suppressing the Doanes and other 
Tories; was one of the projectors of the Philadelphia and 
Lancaster Turnpike in 1799 ; one of the original proprietors 
of the first stage line from Philadelphia west; member of 
Congress 1811-14, member of the House and of the Senate 
of the Pennsylvania Assembly, County Commissioner, and 
for many years a magistrate. Born March 11, 1755, he died 
at the advanced age of eighty-five years. 

Smith, James, of York County, was born in the north of 
Ireland, September 17 1719. His father, John Smith, was 
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a well-to-do farmer, but, induced by his brothers who had 
previously emigrated to this country and settled in Chester 
County, and having a large family, he came to Pennsylvania 
in 1729, locating on the west side of the Susquehanna in 
what is now York County. He died in the neighborhood of 
York in 1761. His eldest eon, George, studied law at Lan- 
caster, but shortly after his admission to the bar (1740) was 
drowned in the Susquehanna while bathing. The third son, 
Arthur, was a farmer, and having a large family removed to 
Western Pennsylvania prior to the Revolution. James, the 
second son, received a liberal education, having been placed 
under the charge of the Rev. Dr. Alison, Provost of the Col- 
lege of Philadelphia. After completing his studies in Phila- 
delphia, he began that of law at Lancaster, where he was 
admitted to the bar in 1745. He subsequently went to the 
Cumberland Valley where he practised both law and survey- 
ing, remaining four or five years, and then permanently located 
at York. When the mutterings of the storm of the Revolu- 
tion were heard, Mr. Smith became one of the firmest advo- 
cates for independence. He was chosen a member of the 
Provincial Deputies, July 15, 1774, and was the author of the 
" draught of instructions" to the Provincial Assembly. He 
was a member of the Provincial Convention of January 23, 
1775 ; of the Provincial Conference of June 18, 1776 ; and of 
the Convention of 15th of July following. In 1775 he was 
commissioned colonel of the First Battalion of Associators of 
York County, and throughout the Revolutionary struggle 
was largely instrumental in organizing troops for the patriot 
army. In 1776 he was elected a delegate to the Continental 
Congress, and his name is affixed to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. He served in that body the following year, when 
he declined a re-election. He was elected a member of the 
Assembly in 1779, and November 20, 1780, commissioned 
judge of the High Court of Appeals. The Supreme Execu- 
tive Council appointed Col. Smith a brigadier-general of the 
Pennsylvania militia, May 23, 1782, vice Gen. Potter pro- 
moted. He was appointed one of the counsellors on the part 
of Pennsylvania in the controversy between that State and 
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Connecticut, February 16, 1784. In the following year the 
Assembly elected him to Congress, in the place of Matthew 
Clarkson resigned, but his advanced age obliged him to de- 
cline a re-election. Gen. Smith relinquished the practice of 
law in 1801, and from that period until his death lived in 
quiet retirement. He died at York on the 11th day of July, 
1806. With an uncommonly retentive memory, with a vein 
of good humor and a fund of anecdotes, his excellent conver- 
sational powers drew around him many who enjoyed his 
sharp wit and lively manners, and made his old age bright 
and genial. Gen. Smith married about 1760, Eleanor, 
daughter of John Armor, of New Castle, Delaware. She 
and two children survived him several years. 

Smith, James, of "Westmoreland County, was born in Cum- 
berland, now Franklin County, Pennsylvania, in the year 
1737. At the age of eighteen (1755) he was taken captive 
by the Indians during their marauds on the frontiers subse- 
quent to the defeat of Braddock, was adopted into one of 
their families and accompanied them in all their wanderings 
until his escape in 1759. He returned to the Conococheague 
early in 1760, where he settled at his old home. He was 
leader of the famous " Black Boys" of 1763 and 1769 ; served 
as a lieutenant in Bouquet's expedition against the Ohio 
Indians in 1764, and in 1766, went on an exploring excursion 
into Southern Kentucky. After the peace of 1768, he re- 
moved to Westmoreland County. In 1774, during Dun- 
more's war, he was appointed captain of a ranging company, 
and in 1775 major in the Associated Battalion of the county. 
He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and 
chosen to the Assembly in 1776, and again in 1777. During 
the latter year he was in command of a scouting party in the 
Jerseys, and in 1778 commissioned colonel in command on the 
frontiers, doing excellent service in frustrating the marauds 
of the Indians. At the close of the Revolution, Col. Smith 
removed to Kentucky, settling in Bourbon County. In 1788 
he was elected a member of the Convention which assembled 
at Danville to confer about a separation from the State of 
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Virginia, and from that year until 1799, he represented the 
county either in Convention or Assembly. In 1810 he pub- 
lished two pamphlets against the Shakers, " Shakerism De- 
veloped" and " Shakerism Detected ;" and in 1812 " A Trea- 
tise on the Mode and Manner of Indian War," with extracts 
from his Journal of his Captivity. He died in Washington 
County, Kentucky, in the summer of 1812. 

Smith, Robert, of Chester County, was the son of John 
and Susanna Smith, who emigrated from the north of Ireland 
in 1720, settling in Uwchlan Township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. Robert was born at sea during the voyage to 
this country. During the French and Indian War he was 
in the Provincial service with the rank of sergeant. At the 
commencement of the Revolution he was commissioned cap- 
tain in the First Battalion of Chester County, and assisted 
in laying out the defensive works at Billingsport. He was 
a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776; sheriff 
March 29, 1777, and again November 21, 1778 ; county lieu- 
tenant from March 12, 1777 to March 29, 1786 ; member of 
the Assembly, 1785-6 ; and one of the trustees of the Loan 
Offi.ce from 1785 to 1786. He was appointed a justice of the 
peace August 26, 1791, an office he held until his decease, 
which occurred December, 1803. Of his children, Jonathan 
Smith was first teller in the old United States Bank, cashier 
of the Bank of Pennsylvania and of the United States Bank 
of 1816 ; John was an iron master owning Joanna Furnace 
near the line between Chester and Berks counties ; while 
Joseph was an iron and shipping merchant of Philadelphia. 
The late Gen. Persifor F. Smith was a grandson. 

Smith, Samuel, of Bucks County, the son of Hugh Smith, 
was born in Buckingham Township, Bucks County, Febru- 
ary 1, 1749. His grandfather, Robert Smith, came from Scot- 
land prior to 1699, and located in Bucks County. At the 
commencement of the Revolution Samuel was quietly seated 
on his farm ; yet when the demand came for troops for the 
Continental service, he accepted the commission of first lieu- 
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tenant in Capt. John Lacey's company, attached to Col. 
"Wayne's (Fourth) Battalion, Jan. 4, 1776. While in service, 
he was chosen by his neighbors a member of the Convention 
of July 15, 1776, and was present at the deliberations of that 
body. He served as a member of the Assembly the same 
year. March 1, 1777, he was promoted captain in the Fifth 
Penna. (Continental Line), and was in active service during 
the arduous campaigns in and around Philadelphia. He was 
appointed sub-lieutenant of Bucks County, August 6, 1777 ; 
one of the commissioners to seize the personal effects of trai- 
tors, Oct. 21, 1777 ; and one of the committee for Bucks County 
to collect clothing for the army, Nov. 8, 1777. From that 
period, until the siege of Torktown and the surrender of 
Cornwallis, he was in active military service. He was a 
member of the Council of Censors, October 20, 1783 ; and 
January 11, 1785, was commissioned one of the judges of the 
Court of Common Pleas. In the war of 1812-14, Col. Smith 
was commissioned by Gov. Snyder a brigadier-geueral of the 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and was in service during the 
military operations on the Delaware. Gen. Smith died on 
his farm in Bucks County, September 17, 1835, in his eighty- 
seventh year. At the close of the Revolutionary "War, he 
married a daughter of John "Wilkinson, by whom he had 
seven sons and one daughter, of which three sons are now 
living. One of these, General Andrew J. Smith, distin- 
guished himself in the late civil war as the commander of 
the seventeenth army corps, and is now residing at St. Louis. 
Gen. Samuel Smith, in the language of one of his contempo- 
raries, was " not more distinguished for his bravery and good 
conduct in the army than for his urbanity and benevolence 
in private life. A tenacious memory, and interesting collo- 
quial powers, rendered him highly entertaining in the rela- 
tion of the chequered scenes he had passed through, in which, 
with a peculiar modesty, he always forbore to speak of his 
own services or achievements." 

Smith, Thomas, of Bedford County, was a native of Scot- 
land born January 19, 1736. He came to America at au 
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early age, studied law in Philadelphia and was admitted to 
practice in 1757. The following year, May, 1758, he served 
as captain in the Provincial service under Gen. Forbes. He 
was commissioned deputy surveyor February 10, 1769, and 
established himself at Bedford, where he became, in 1773, 
one of the Provincial magistrates and register and recorder. 
He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and 
elected to the Assembly in 1776 and 1778. During the cam- 
paign of 1777 he was colonel in command of one of the Bed- 
ford battalions of militia. He was appointed prothonotary 
November 17, 1777 ; and by the Assembly chosen to the Con- 
tinental Congress, 1780-2 ; presiding judge of the 4th district, 
then including the counties of Cumberland, Mifflin, Hunt- 
ingdon, Franklin, and Bedford, August 17, 1791 ; and judge 
of the Supreme Court, January 31, 1794. During the latter 
year he was one of the commissioners of the United States 
appointed by President "Washington to confer with the citi- 
zens of Western Pennsylvania and quiet the disturbances in 
that section. Judge Smith died at his residence in Philadel- 
phia, Friday, March 31, 1809, and was buried in Christ 
Church grounds, that city. 1 He was half-brother of the Rev. 
William Smith, D.D., First Provost of the College of Phila- 
delphia. His son, the late George Washington Smith, was b. 
Aug. 4, 1800, d. April 22, 1876. 

t 

Sptker, Benjamin, of Berks County, a native of the Pala- 
tinate, was born about 1723. Hs father, John Peter Spyker, 
came to Pennsylvania in 1738, arriving at Philadelphia in 
September of that year. He settled in Tulpehocken Town- 

1 According to Clark's " Inscriptions in Christ Church Grounds" Judge 
Thos. Smith was aged 64 when he died. If this is correct there must be an 
error in the statement that he was born in 1736, was admitted to the Bar in 
1757, and in the following year held a commission under Forbes, as he would 
then have been but twelve and thirteen years of age at the times mentioned. 
A passage in an obituary notice, published at the time of his death, seems 
to support the date on the tombstone, as it says that he sunk under a zeal, 
ous attention to rigid duty at an age not greatly advanced, and such lan- 
guage would hardly have been used if he had reached the age of 73. As 
the other statement, however, rests on equally good authority, we print both. 
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ship, Berks County, and took up a large tract of land. The 
first we hear of the son Benjamin is in 1744, when he was 
licensed as an Indian trader. He served as an officer in the 
Provincial service during the French and Indian wars, and 
at the beginning of the Revolution assisted in organizing the 
Associators in his county. He was a member of the Pro- 
vincial Conference of June 18, 1776, and of the Convention 
of the 15th of July following. For many years prior to his 
death, in September, 1802, Capt. Spyker served as a justice 
of the peace for his neighborhood. His son Henry, who was 
commissioned paymaster of the Berks County militia, August 
26, 1777, was also a justice of the peace. In 1799 he removed 
to Bast Buffalo Township, Union County, where he died 
about 1813. 

Strawbridge, Thomas, of Chester County, the son of James 
Strawbridge, who settled in Londonderry Township, Chester 
County, in that part now called Penn, prior to 1747, was a 
native thereof. He was a member of the Convention of July 
15, 1776 ; a captain in Col. Evans's Battalion of Chester 
County militia in January, 1777 ; and appointed sub-lieuten- 
ant of the County, October 16, 1777. He seems to have been 
an active, ardent patriot of the Revolution, but we have no 
further record of him. 

Stroud, Jacob, of Northampton County, was born January 
15,1735, at Amwell, Hunterdon County, IS. J., of English 
parentage, his father subsequently settling in Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania. Mr. Stroud remained on the paternal 
farm until the breaking out of the French and Indian war, 
when he enlisted as a private in the English army and was 
at the storming and capture of Quebec under Gen. Wolfe. 
Serving until the close of 1760, he returned home. He sub- 
sequently accompanied Bouquet as a wagoner to Fort Pitt 
in 1763. In February, 1769, he acquired the title to three 
parcels of land, about three hundred acres. The purchase 
comprised a frame grist-mill driven by fine water power at 
(now) Stroudsburg. He was elected a member of the Conven- 
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tion of July 15, 1776 ; and in 1777 was appointed one of the 
Commissioners to meet at New Haven, Connecticut, for the 
purpose of regulating the price of commodities in the Colo- 
nies. In December of the latter year he was appointed by 
the Assembly to take subscriptions for the Continental loan, 
and from that period until the cl6se of the Eevolution he was 
in active service on the frontiers of Northampton County, 
watching the Indian marauders from the Northern Lakes. 
In 1781 Col. Stroud was chosen a member of the Assembly, 
and again in 1782 and 1783. He died at Stroudsburg on the 
14th of July, 1806. Col. Stroud married, April 6, 1761, 
Elizabeth, daughter of John McDowell. The late Judge 
Geo. McDowell Stroud was a grandson. 

Van Horne, "William, of Bucks County, eldest son of the 
Rev. Peter Peterson Van Home, a noted Baptist minister 
from Holland, was born at Pennypack, Philadelphia County, 
Pennsylvania, in the year 1746. He was educated at the 
Academy of Dr. Samuel Jones, in Bucks County, and received 
the degree of A.M. from the College of Rhode Island. In 
February, 1772, he was called to the Southampton Baptist 
Church in Bucks County, and ordained on the 29th of May 
following. He was chosen a member of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776, and in January, 1778, joined the Continental 
Army at Valley Forge, serving as chaplain to Gen. Glover's 
brigade until the summer of 1780, when he returned to his 
charge. He remained with the church and congregation of 
Southampton until the winter of 1785-6. He was subse- 
quently called to "White Plains, New York, where he re- 
mained until the spring of 1807. He died at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, October 31, 1807, on his way to Lebanon, Ohio, 
where he intended to settle. 

Van Middleswart, Abram, or, as his signature gives it 
Abram V. Middleswart, of Bucks County, was a native 
thereof. He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776 ; and at the outset of the Revolution was largely instru- 
mental in aiding the patriot cause. In March, 1781, he seems 
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to have resided in what is now Washington County, his signa- 
ture being affixed to " the petition of the inhabitants of West- 
moreland County, west of the Monongahela, for a new county, 
and praying for protection from the Indians." All efforts 
to obtain information concerning him have been futile. 

Weitzbl, John, of Northumberland County, the second 
son of Paul and Charlotte Weitzel, was born in the town of 
Lancaster, December 30, 1752. His parents were emigrants 
from Germany, and belonged to prominent families there. 
An elder brother, Casper, was a captain in Col. Miles's Battal- 
ion of the Revolution. At an early age John Weitzel was 
sent to Philadelphia to learn the mercantile business. About 
1771 he removed to Sunbury, where he was engaged in busi- 
ness. He was one of the first county commissioners of North. 
umberland County, 1772 ; a member of the Provincial Con- 
ference of June 18, 1776 ; of the Convention of the 15th of 
July following ; of the Committee of Safety from July 24, 
1776, to March 13, 1777 ; and issuing Commissary for North- 
umberland County, July 7, 1780. Under the Constitution 
of 1776, he was appointed one of the judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas, June 19, 1789. After the Revolution, Mr. 
Weitzel built a mill a few miles north of Sunbury, which 
remains in the ownership of his descendants. The log house 
in which he first resided at Sunbury on the bank of the river 
is yet standing, and the stone house which he afterwards 
erected, and in which he died, is occupied (1876) by his only 
surviving daughter, Tabitha, aged, gray, and saintly in her 
maidenhood and the memories of eighty-four years. Mr. 
Weitzel died probably in 1799, and is buried at Sunbury, 
near his old friend Robert Gray. He married June 15, 1771, 
when he was not quite twenty, Tabitha Morris, daughter of 
John and Rose Morris, of Philadelphia. By this marriage 
he had John, Jr., Paul, Charlotte, and Mary. His wife, Tabitha, 
died May 19, 1785, and was buried at Sunbury. His second 
wife was Elizabeth Lebo, daughter of John Lebo, of Reading. 
She died at Sunbury, January 22, 1851. Her children were 
George, Elizabeth, and Tab tha. 
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Whitehill, Robert, of Cumberland County, son of James 
and Rachel Whitehill, was born July 24, 1738, in the Pequa 
Settlement, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He was edu- 
cated at the school of the Rev. Francis Alison. In the spring 
of 1771, he removed to Cumberland County, locating on a 
farm two miles west of Harrisburg. He was a member of 
the County Committee of 1774-5 ; of the Convention of July 
15, 1776 ; of the Assembly, 1776-8 ; Council of Safety from 
October to December, 1777 ; member of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council, December 28, 1779, to November 30, 1781 ; of 
the Assembly, 1784-7 ; under the Constitution of 1790, mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives from 1797 to 1801, and 
of the Senate from 1801 to 1804. During his term as Senator 
he was Speaker of that body, and presided at the celebrated 
impeachment of the judges of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vania. In 1805 he was elected to Congress, and continued 
to be a member thereof until his death, which occurred at 
his residence on the 7th of April, 1813. His remains are 
interred at Silvers' Spring Presbyterian graveyard. Mr. 
Whitehill married in 1765 Eleanor, daughter of Adam and 
Mary Reed, of Hanover, b. March 11, 1734 ; d. July 15, 1785.' 
J. Q. A. Ward, the sculptor who modelled the equestrian 
statue of Gen. Thomas at Washington, is a great-grandson. 

Wilkins, John, of Bedford County, the son of John Wil- 
kins, was born in Donegal Township, Lancaster County, June 
1, 1733. The elder John, the son of Robert Wilkins, an early 
settler on Chiques Creek, was an Indian trader, and took an 
active part against the Marylanders during the boundary 
difficulties, who offered £50 for his arrest. He was captured 
and taken to Annapolis jail but subsequently released. He 
died in 1741. John, the younger, removed to Carlisle in 
1763, and ten years later to Bedford, engaging in mercantile 
pursuits. At the outbreak of the Revolution he organized 
a company of Associators, and in 1776 was commissioned a 
captain in the Continental service, and was at Brandywine 
and Germantown. He was a member of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776, from Bedford County. In November, 1783, 
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he removed to Pittsburgh, opened a store at the northeast 
corner of Fourth and Wood Streets, and upon the organiza- 
tion of Allegheny County, was appointed one of the associate 
judges of the court. He served as member of the Supreme 
Executive Council in 1790 ; was chief burgess of the borough 
of Pittsburgh ; Commissioner of Public Buildings ; and was 
County Treasurer from 1794 to 1803. He died at Pittsburgh, 
December 11, 1809. His son John, born in 1761, an officer 
of the Revolution, brigadier-general during the Whiskey In- 
surrection, and prominent in the history of Western Penn- 
sylvania, d. April 30, 1816. William Wilkins, b. in 1779, 
d. June 23, 1865, member of the Legislature, IT. S. Senator 
1831-4, Minister to Russia, 1835, member of Congress 1843-4, 
Secretary of War 1844-5, and Judge of the U. S. District 
Court for Western Pennsylvania, was a grandson. Nancy 
Wilkins, his daughter, married Major Ebenezer Denny, a 
gallant soldier of Pennsylvania during the Revolution and 
the Indian troubles following. His military journals will be 
found in Vol. VI. of Memoirs of Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Wilkinson, John, of Bucks County, was descended from 
one of the earliest settlers on the Neshaminy where he was 
born. He resided near Wrightstown, and was a gentleman 
of wealth and influence. He was a member of the Provincial 
Assembly in 1761 and 1762, and magistrate of the county in 
1764. Although of Quaker proclivities, he took sides with 
the Colonies, and was one of the deputies to the Provincial 
Conference of July 15, 1774 ; was a member of the Conven- 
tion of July 15, 1776 ; and represented Bucks County in the 
Assembly in 1776, 1781, and 1782. During the Revolution 
he took an important part in the military affairs of his local- 
ity, and is known as Colonel John Wilkinson. He died on 
the ancestral farm on the Neshaminy. Edward H. Magill, 
President of Swarthmore College, is a great-great-grandson 
on the maternal side. 



